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Forests are a major, requisite front of action in the global fight against 
catastrophic climate change – thanks to their unparalleled capacity to 

absorb and store carbon.

(UNEP, Forests: A natural solution to climate change, crucial for a sustainable future)

To reinforce forest solutions to climate change, there is a need to address several 
key issues. These include: understanding and tackling drivers of deforestation and 

forest degradation; enhancing the role of forests in national climate policies; 
mobilising finance for mitigation and adaptation; recognising, supporting and 

rewarding Indigenous Peoples and local communities who protect and sustainably 
manage forests; and promoting transformational adaptation.

(FAO, Committee on forestry)

Forests transcend political, social and environmental boundaries and are vital 
for biodiversity and the carbon, water and energy cycles at a planetary scale. The 

responsibility over forests should be shared and integrated across institutions, 
sectors and stakeholders in order to achieve a sustainable future.

Vast areas of degraded land require restoration. Investment in forest and 
landscape restoration globally must be at least tripled by 2030 to implement global 

commitments and meet internationally agreed goals and targets.

(15th World Forestry Congress, Seoul Forest Declaration)



Conference works will be in Italian and English, with simultaneous translation and available via web streaming. It will involve international 
organisations, universities, research centres, environmental educators, civil society, governments, and mass media.
Opening Session
In the Opening session, the Italian Government, the organisers and authoritative institutions welcome the participants and offer a first global 
look at the conference themes.
Session 1 – Conservation and restoration of forests for our future
The session provides a comprehensive overview of why we need to conserve forests and restore the functionality of degraded ecosystems. First, 
the Conference will deepen aspects related to climate mitigation. The central theme will be the axis of protected areas-forests-climate, and related 
international policies to guarantee functional forests for future generations.
Session 2 - knowing, fighting and preventing anthropic impact
Forests face various threats: land use, fires, the impact of global warming, illegal logging and trafficking in protected species.
Session 3 - Forest Champions: Women, Indigenous Peoples, Youth
Rural communities (including, at the forefront, women) and indigenous peoples depend more than anyone else on the ecosystem services of wild 
nature and more than anyone else have the knowledge suitable for an eco-friendly relationship with them. The voice of young people must also 
be strengthened.
Focus - The old-growth forests in Italy: from positive presences to the National network
The old-growth forests, no longer used for decades, thanks to a dynamic consistent with the environmental potential of their territory, are the 
references for the protection and sustainable management of forests. Italy, in line with the Tuff, among the first at the European level, is creating 
a national network of ancient forests with the direct participation of the regions.
Session 4 - Forests, biodiversity and Climate: Storytelling and Action
We need a new communication model, new tools, and greater citizen participation capable of bringing forests to the centre of interest and attention 
because public opinion needs to be fully aware of the vital role of forests.
Session 5 - Information, education and training: awareness and participation as a protection factor
The protection of existing forests and the expansion of their surface also passes through education systems, which must ensure adequate 
competencies and general environmental awareness and education.
Session 6 - Research and training: a “transformative” change
The winning strategy of defending and expanding forest cover, the protection of natural forests still existing, and the protection or re-
naturalisation processes require a cultural shift, a conversion to complex thinking and a holistic and non-linear paradigm.
Final Session
In the form of round tables, the session takes up the themes of the Conference in a transversal form, takes stock of it and proposes some ideas 
for joint work.
Poster Sessions (6-7 June)
Anyone can send poster proposals (300-word abstracts on case studies, surveys and best practices) to the organising committee by emailing 
forestfacto@rgpbio.it by April 30. The posters accepted by the Scientific Committee will be presented digitally during the poster sessions. Posters 
can focus on a conference theme or be transversal to all topics.
Participation in the Conference is free. 
The Conference includes some special side events that will take place for the entire days of 6 and 7 June, in parallel 
with the work of the Conference:
Side event: Life in forest marketplace
Networking event for life projects dedicated to forest management and conservation.
Side event - The contribution of young Italian researchers
Young Italian researchers present the results of their research on the conservation, restoration and multifunctional use of forest ecosystems.
At the end of the Conference, during the final session, the names of the three scholars selected by the Conference’s scientific committee will be 
announced based on their originality, methodological rigor and attested or potential impact among the papers received by April 30, 2023. Their 
essays will be included in the conference proceedings.

IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO VISIT SOME THEMATIC EXHIBITIONS AS DESCRIBED BELOW:

The Carabinieri guardians of Italian biodiversity

The exhibition, which arrives in Rome after having been in New York at the United Nations Palace, created by the Arma dei Carabinieri, in 
collaboration with the Air Force, Leonardo spa and Telespazio spa, has two main themes:
1) CUFA’s commitment to protecting and conserving biodiversity in Italy.
2) An ideal journey into the great Italian natural environments representing a unique heritage, where many rare and endangered plant and 
animal species find refuge. Thanks to the exhibition, Italian biodiversity explodes in its many shapes and colours, and it is possible to appreciate the 
commitment and skills put in place by the Carabinieri in defence of precious Italian natural treasures.

The environmental photographer of the year

The exhibition comes from the International Film Festival of Environmental CinemAmbiente in Turin. It offers a selection of the winning shots of 
the EPOTY Award, Environmental Photographer of the Year, a competition that presents the best photographs in the world dedicated to the theme 
of the environment and supports the 17 Goals of the United Nations 2030 Agenda.
Ten large sheets present the most significant images. The panels show seventeen other shots that best express the urgency of the same number of 
goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Italy is a wood
A journey through the Italy of monumental trees and ancient woods

With over twenty years of travel, Tiziano Fratus, photographer, writer, and contributor to numerous newspapers, has visited thousands of large 
trees, woods, botanical and historic gardens, and many nature reserves.
The photos chosen for this exhibition are a journey through the Italy of the great monumental and secular trees and the ancient woods.
The exhibition is a collaboration with WEEC Network, the world’s international environmental education network.



PROGRAMME
Tuesday, 6th June 2023

OPENING SESSION
8:30 a.m.
Registration

Welcome greetings
Chair: Marco Frittella, Director of Rai Libri

9:30 a.m.
Teo Luzi, General Commander of the Arma dei Carabinieri, Italy
Pietro Parolin, Vatican Secretary of State, Vatican
Guido Crosetto, Minister of Defense, Italy
Gilberto Pichetto Fratin, Minister of Environment and Energy Security, Italy
Francesco Rocca, President of the Lazio Region, Italy
Roberto Gualtieri, Mayor of Roma. Italy 
Maria Helena Semedo, Deputy General Director FAO
Giovanni Melillo, National Anti-Mafia Prosecutor, Italy 
Maria Chiara Carrozza, President of the National Research Council 
Vincenzo Gesmundo, General Secretary Coldiretti
Massimiliano Fiorucci, Rector of Roma Tre University, Italy
Stefano Ubertini, Rector of the University of Tuscia, Italy
Carlo Gaudio, President of the Council for Research in Agriculture and Analysis of Agricultural Economics (CREA), Italy
Stefano Laporta, President of Ispra
Egidio Dansero, Vice-rector Vicar for Sustainability and Development cooperation of the University of Turin

11:00 a.m.
Coffee break

A look at/from the world
Introduced and moderated by: Piermaria Corona, Director of the CREA Research Centre for Forestry and Wood, Italy

11:30 a.m.
Raffaele Manicone, CUFA, Commander of Biodiversity Department

Stefania Giannini, UNESCO Deputy Director-General for Education (video message)
Michele Candotti, UNDP, Chief of the Executive Office

Pia Jonsson, Enforcement Support Officer, Enforcement Unit - CITES Secretariat

Santino Severoni, Director of Health and Migration Program (PHM), WHO, World Health Organization

Karin Zaunberger, Policy Officer, European Commission, Directorate-General Environment

Marco Lambertini, Special Envoy, WWF International

Sabrina Diamanti, President of the Council of the National Order of Agronomists and Forestry Doctors

1:00 p.m.
Lunch

SESSION 1 - Conservation and restoration of forests for our future
Introduced and chaired: Gianluca Piovesan, University of Tuscia, Italy

2:00 p.m.
Carlos Nobre, Climatologist, Nobel Peace Prize with IPCC, Brasile climatologist, Nobel Peace Prize with the IPCC, Brazil

“Climate and forests, a planetary emergency”
Brendan Mackey, Director of Griffith Climate Change Response Program, University of Griffith, and Heather Keith, Senior 
Research Fellow Climate Action Beacon, University of Griffith Australia (video message)
“The role of primary and old-growth forests in climate mitigation”
William Moomaw, Fletcher School – Tufts University, Massachusetts, USA (video message)
“Forestry legislation, gaps to fill”
Zoltan Kun, World Commission on Protected Areas

“The key principles for effective protected area design, planning and management to achieve conservation goals”
Hubert Hasenauer, Boku University of Vienna, Austria, IUFRO - International Union of Forest Research Organisations

“Forests innovation: research and dissemination”



Silvia Elizabeth Kloster, Undersecretary of Management, Sustainable Development and Innovation of the Ministry of Climate 
Change of the Province of Misiones, Argentina

“Forests and climate change at the crossroads between Argentina, Paraguay and Brazil”

3:30 p.m.
Round table 
“Forests and the Anthropocene”
Moderator: Rudi Bressa, Journalist, Italy

Susanna Nocentini, Vice President of the Italian Academy of Forest Sciences, Italy

Dante Andres Meller, Rio Turvo State Park, Brazil

Laura Sadori, University of Rome “La Sapienza”, Italy

Luciano Sammarone, Director of Parco Nazionale d’Abruzzo Lazio e Molise, Italy

Ignazio Camarda, Coordinator of the Working Group of the Italian Botanical Society on Monumental Trees

4:30 p.m.
Coffee break

SESSION 2 - Knowing, fighting and preventing anthropic impact
Introduced and chaired: Nazario Palmieri, Deputy Commander CUFA

4:45 p.m.
Massimiliano Conti, Deputy Chief of Cabinet of the Ministry of Environment and Energy Security

“New species at risk, new challenges to face. The fight against illegal trade is changing”
Marcello Cecchetti, University of Sassari, Italy

“The environment: a constitutional right worldwide”
Sébastien Nochez, Head of the strategic and analysis division of OCLAESP 
“Organised crime turns to profitable environmental fields”
Edward Phiri, Director Lusaka Agreement Task Force, Kenya

“Lusaka Agreement, a multilateral force to defend flora and fauna”
Agata Sobiech, European Union Team leader – CITES and wildlife trafficking

“The Commitment of EU: European Green Deal and the wildlife protection”
Jesús Gálvez Pantoja, Head of the Investigation Unit, Servicio de Protección de la Naturaleza de la Guardia Civil (SEPRONA)
“Prevention and law enforcement for nature protection: evolution and perspectives in the light of the Spanish experience”
Serenella Iovino, University of North Carolina, USA
“The house, the roots, the cosmos. The political ecology of the rampant Baron”
Lorenzo Ciccarese, Reserch director at ISPRA and national focal point of IPBES
“Forest-based solutions to address the double crisis of climate and nature”



Wednesday, 7TH June -2023

8:30 a.m.
Participant registration

SESSION 3 - Forest Champions: Women, Indigenous Peoples, Youth
Chair: Pierluigi Sassi, Earth Day Italia 

9:00 a.m.

Luis Castelli, Executive director Fundacion Naturaleza para el Futuro, Argentina

“From the Guarani of Argentina, a way to the future”
Paolo Rozera, Director of NGO UNICEF Italian Committee, Italy

“Forests are a vital right for children”
Zsolt Molnár, Centre for Ecological Research, Vácrátót, Hungary

“Traditional, indigenous, and local ecological knowledge is the solution”
Don Richard Dane Lokando, Head of the Natural Resources Commission of the Diocese of Isiro-Niangara, Democratic 
Republic of Congo

“Solidarity and cooperation, in the name of the Encyclical “Laudato si’’”
Yannick Ndoinyo, leader and activist Masai, Traditional Ecosystems Survival, Tanzania

“The fight of indigenous communities for Nature and human rights” 
Chief Dadà, indigenous Leader and Defender of the Brazilian Amazon forest, Brazil

“The war for forests, in the largest Brazilian deforestation”
Fiore Longo, anthropologist, and Survival International’s Campaign Director for the Decolonisation of Conservation (UK)
“From green colonialism to the commodification of nature: protected areas vs indigenous peoples”
FOCUS - The Old Forests in Italy: from positive presences to the national network
Introduced and chaired: Carlo Blasi, Professor Emeritus of Plant Ecology and Nature Conservation-University of Rome “La 
Sapienza”, Italy

10:30 a.m.
Francesco Sabatini, Professor of Plant Biodiversity and Landscape Ecology at the Department of Biological, Geological and 
Environmental Sciences - Alma Mater Studiorum University of Bologna, Italy

“Mapping and protection of primary and old-growth forests in Europe”
Alessandra Stefani, Director General of Forests of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forests, Italy

“Old-growth forests in Italian legislation: Consolidated text, implementing decrees, National Forest Strategy”
Renzo Motta, Professor of Forestry Department DISAFA, Agricultural, Forestry and Food Sciences, University of Torino, 
Italy

“Old-growth forests in the collective imagination and in reality: the Italian situation”
Pietro Brandmayr, Professor Emeritus of Zoology at the Department of DIBEST Biology, Ecology and Earth Sciences - 
University of Calabria, Italy

“The animal biodiversity of old-growth forests in Italy”

11:30 a.m.
Coffee break

SESSION 4 – Forests, biodiversity and climate: storytelling and action
Introduced and chaired: Alfonso Cauteruccio, Greenaccord, Italy 

11:45 a.m.
Sabrina Alfonsi, Councilor for Agriculture, Environment and Waste Cycle of the Roma Municipality, Italy

“The contribution of a great green capital to global environmental policies”
Luca Baione, Italian Air Force - Permanent Representative with World Meteorological Organization

“The support of the Air Force Meteorological Service for the protection of forests”
Zhimin Wu, Director of Forestry Division, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
“Resilient and safe forests are the vital environment for billion of human beings”
Piero Visconti, Research Group Leader: Biodiversity, Ecology and Conservation Group, Biodiversity and Natural Resources 
Management Programme, IIASA - International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (video message)
“Forest management under the green deal: conservation, restoration and sustainable use to benefit nature and people”
Joydeep Gupta, director of The Third Pole, India



“Climate, biodiversity, and Nature in Asia: environment cuts across boundaries”
Antonio Brunori, Deputy Coordinator of IUFRO Working Party 9.01.03 and  general secretary of PEFC Italy 
“Improving the journalists’ approach to the environment and natural resources”

1:00 p.m.
Lunch

SESSION 5 - Information, education and training: awareness and participation as a protection 
factor
Introduced and moderated by: Mario Salomone, WEEC Network

2:00 p.m.
opening works
Francesco Lollobrigida, Minister of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forestry, Italy

Loredana Gulino, Head of Department Administration, Planning and Natural Heritage (DiAG) of the Ministry of 
Environment and Energy Security

Jun Morohashi, UNESCO Chief of Section of Education for Sustainable Development

“L’educazione, un pilastro”
David Orr, Oberlin College, USA (video message)
“Environmental education in a hotter time”
Antonella Bachiorri, University of Parma, CIREA, Italy

“Education in the world”
Gabriella Calvano, University of Bari, co-coordinator RUS (Universities for sustainability Network)
Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson, University of Gothenburg, Sweden

“How do we support the next generation for a sustainable future?”
Ilga Salite, Daugavpils University, Latvia

“Forests in education: evolutionary, ecological, and pedagogical foundations”
Maria Antonietta Quadrelli, Editors board of “.eco”, Italy

“To train formators and educators on solid foundations”
David Zandvliet, Simon Frazer University, Vancouver, Canada

“Biocultural Diversity, some case studies from Canada, Indonesia, Amazonia and Africa”

SESSION 6 - Research and training: a “transformative” change
Introduced and chaired: Alessandro Chiarucci, University of Bologna, Italy

3:30 p.m.
Paola Marrone, Rector’s delegate for sustainability, University of Rome 3, Italy

“Sustainability as a compass for transformative teaching”
Pasquale Policastro, University of Szczecin, Poland

“Polish State Forests for the world. The multidimensional Nature of the Polish forest management and reconstruction plan model, 
its achievements and the adaptability of its principles to different naturalistic, institutional and social realities”
Christian Messier, Department of Life Sciences, University of Québec, Canada

“Anthropocene forestry: forest resilience in the face of global warming”
Giancarlo Papitto, Head of Studies and Projects, CUFA
“Smart Forest Monitoring: the Italian proposal to monitor forests through satellite applications”
Carl Beierkuhnlein, University of Bayreuth, Germany

“Educational long-term and large-scale environmental and ecological challenges”
Rasmus Ejrnæs, University of Aarhus, Denmark 
“Rewilding: The hardest challenge in ecological restoration!”
Alessandro Fumagalli, Electronics ITA - Head of Space Engineering and Cecilia Sciarretta, R&D Governance and 
Suistainability Technology Roadmap, EGeos/ Telespazio 
“Technologies for environmental monitoring”



FINAL SESSION
Chair: Davide De Laurentis

Restitution and balance

4:45 p.m.

Round table

“The forest factor”, a summary 
Moderator: Bianca La Placa, Journalist

The moderators of the sessions participate: 
Nazario Palmieri, Alfonso Cauteruccio, Alessandro Chiarucci, Piermaria Corona, Gianluca Piovesan, Mario Salomone, 
Pierluigi Sassi, Carlo Blasi.

At the end of the Conference, the names of the three scholars selected by the Conference’s scientific committee will be 
announced based on the works presented for their originality, methodological rigour and attested or potential impact.

Thanks

6:00 p.m.
Antonio Marzo, Commander CUFA

EXHIBITIONS
THE CARABINIERI GUARDIANS OF ITALIAN BIODIVERSITY
The exhibition, which arrives in Rome after having been in New York at the United Nations Palace, created by the Arma dei 
Carabinieri, in collaboration with the Air Force, Leonardo spa and Telespazio spa, has two main themes:
1) CUFA’s commitment to protecting and conserving biodiversity in Italy.
2) An ideal journey into the great Italian natural environments representing a unique heritage, with exceptionally 
differentiated and complex ecosystems where many rare and endangered plant and animal species find refuge. 
Thanks to the exhibition, it is possible to enter a forest where Italian biodiversity explodes in its many shapes and colours, know 
its most hidden secrets and appreciate the commitment and skills put in place by the Carabinieri in defence of precious Italian 
natural treasures.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR
The exhibition comes from the CinemAmbiente Festival in Turin (the international film festival of environmental cinema 
organised by the National Cinema Museum). It offers a selection of the winning shots of the EPOTY Award, Environmental 
Photographer of the Year, a competition that presents the best photographs in the world dedicated to the theme of the 
environment and supports the 17 Goals of the United Nations 2030 Agenda.
Ten large sheets present the most significant images that can stimulate reflection and draw attention to our impact on the 
planet. The panels show seventeen other shots that best express the urgency of the same number of goals of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.

ITALY IS A WOOD
A journey through the Italy of monumental trees and ancient woods

With over twenty years of travel, Tiziano Fratus, photographer, writer, and contributor to numerous newspapers, has visited 
thousands of large trees, woods, botanical and historic gardens, and many nature reserves.
The photos chosen for this exhibition are a journey through the Italy of the great monumental and secular trees and the 
ancient woods.
The exhibition is organised thanks to the collaboration with WEEC Network, the world’s international environmental 
education network.
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